3O            ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
show what is hourly expected in this city. To your honour's letters I
will reply when occasion may permit.
Today, February i6th, at five o'clock in the morning the look-outs
sighted a sail in the direction of Castile and immediately this city
rose to arms, every man taking up his post promptly and in good
spirit. This sail kept close in and presently it was understood that it
was an advice-boat. A boat went out to meet the vessel, in which
Don Francisco Maldonado, son-in-law of the camprnaster at Rio de
la Hacha, presently came ashore. Obeying his duty as a Christian,
a gentleman and a servitor of Your Majesty, at his own cost
and by his own effort he sought to warn this coast of the state of
affairs in Santo Domingo and of this corsair's designs upon the
Main.
This gentleman says that he was in that city when the corsair
entered and took it, and he and the president and other persons fled
by sea to a safe place. The enemy met with no resistance, nor was
there powder with which to offer any. Only Bachellor Hurtado was
killed in his house by a stray cannonball. The people saved them-
selves, the women, gold, plate and jewels. Those who were in the
fort escaped by way of certain of its passages.
This Captain Francis set 800 men ashore. After he had taken the
city he demolished that part of it which he thought it advisable to
destroy in order to make a place for his defence in case he were
attacked by the people of the island. They say that the president
negotiated for the city's ransom and for the purpose sent in persons
he thought fitted to the undertaking, one of whom was this Don
Francisco [Maldonado], who was three days with Captain Francis.
In these negotiations he demanded 200,000 ducats. They offered
him 120,000 maximum and say he scorned that sum. He said he
would rather ransom the city for a lady's ring, and as a condition of
the ransom laid down that he would not return the escutcheon
which he took from the Audienda. He offered to convey Don Francisco
very safely to Rio de la Hacha, where his house is, promising that he
would not touch it or even the city itself.
Don Francisco says he heard it said that the queen of England
expressly ordered Captain Francisco to destroy the Indies and so
he intended to do; and that he would not leave this city until he
had levelled it to the ground, and that His Majesty could not
feign to be ignorant of this matter since for two years he has known
that Captain Francis was working to raise the fleet he brought with
him.
Don Francisco says that the negroes of Santo Domingo, armed with